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To the highly Honourd , and moſt Hopefull Gentlcman, 
EDWARD LAURENCE Eſa: 


: v7 T ilar theDebt I owe to your Dn m: any Ci bird 
dS, tics and Favours. And I ſhould then Depart well 
Fo pleas'd ; could I leave ſomething to ſhevs, That 

{ | have Lived ; And a Teſtimony that I Died 
with the bk of being knowne Your Servant, How farre 
Theſe few MortTerTs ( whichT here humbly preſent you ) will 
contribute to the Ambition of my Defigne; the Modeſty of an 
Old Man, alwayes diſtruſting his owne Compoſitions, may 
make him ſuſpe& : W hich yet cannot but find a Pardon. if not 
Fl Patronage from a Soule G Harmonious as Y ours. Mowever 
the Offer is Pious, and the Adventure Noble, that I ſhould 
Dare to put a Spirit ( for the Note is That by which they 
Breath ) into the W ords of Excellent Sandys : W ords ſo Pure - 
on Proper, as that David Himſelf would mo ſung them with 

y : I might without Prophanation have ſpoke higher. And 
had the Church of England but the Happinels to receive into 
Her Aſſemblies T hole Plalms Thus Tranſlated ; Her Enemies 
long before this would have turn'd their Scorn into Envy, 
and Witty Atheiſts their Scofts into Admiration. I am ſure 
the Stat W orthipper of God, in ſtead of Scandal, had 
receiv d Delight. 1 complain not os all ; Some I I"; are 
Tolerable. In the mean timelI am among Thoſe, who Mourn 
to ſee, Theſe tranſcendently Holy R aptures even in Publick 
W orſhip expoſed to lo = Scandal and Scorn. I could not 
ſay leſs to Advance the Subje&t of my Mottets : NorcanlI 
ſpeak roo much to Excuſe yk Meanneſs of the Compoſition : 
yct, having followed the Grounds of an Art by me ſtudied 

IOre then 50 years, ſomething in Theſe may prove not unwor- 

ty of Your Eye: though the Author has at preſent little elſe 
to hi ing him forth from Gaia, then the Honour He hopes 
ro reccave of being acknowledged, Sir, 


Your ever oblieved and 
ready hu! nble Servant 


WP. 


GI Oilemen, 


Toall Lovers of MUSICK. 


Muſt confeſs the ntoſt of theſe Mottets were compoſed for a great 
> Lower of Muſick ,and my eſpecial friend, Sir Edward Spencer, 
alt Honorable Mecenas to all Virtuoſo's known to hint, a perſon 

indued with exemplary gifts and virtues, who I preſunt'd 
would have liv'd to have ſeen them publiſhed, but God hath ta- 


Jutahs in the Heawenly Quire : whoſe goodneſs, though be be miſſmg, lives in his 
virtuous Lady, continuing favours and noble reſpe& to all he lov'd and eſteemed ; 
giving them to underſtand, their friend is not dead to them, as long as ſhe is living, 
for which may ſhe find her reward in heawen. This worthy friend of mine be- 
ing taken away, weighing my deep ingagements to ſeveral friends , but diſabled 
( being plung d by theſe tempeſinons times in many dangerous ſtormes of adwverſi- 
ty, and growing calamities ) to retaliate their many civilities and courteſies , yet 
willing, notwithſtanding, to return ſome grateful acknowledgmext, reſols'd to ten- 
der theſe Mottets to them, not offering them for their worthineſs or merit, but as a 
teflimony and 1 call demonſtration of my ſincere and cordial reſpe& , not having, 
according to the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter , either Gold or Silver , but ſuch as 
have, &c. My aim in the Compoſing theſe Divine Hynmes, was at Good Ayre , 
Variety,and to merry the Words and Notes wel together,according to the ſaying of 
that famous Muſician, Mr. Robert Johnlon ; I deſrre thoſe to whom any of theſe 
things ſhall come, to have them well voic'd, humor d, and ſung right, and to fol- 
low the rule of that excellent Muſician, my worthy friend, Mr. Thomas Ford, 
who familiarly ſaid, and knew it by experience, that no Song could be ſo well 
ſung and humor d , as that which was known to the Performers by praiſe : Tf 
yo ſhall vouchſafe to follow his rule, and ſatisfie my requeſt , I ſhall adventure 
to ſay with the Italian, Spero Che queſta coſa non vuol dilpiacere: I hope 
theſe things will not diſpleaſe yon. The Inducement of my Compoſing of Parts 
onely, was in regard of the ſcarcity of Voyces, it being both difficult and trou- 
bleſome to get two Voyces, mnch more three or foure together, to Sing Sure and 
Mafterlike : And the Ignorant judge frequently by the Performance, not by the 
Compoſition, which causdthat unparalel'd Maſter of Muſick, my good Friend and 
Maeſtro, to vindicate a good Compoſition ill performed, affirming that had he been 
Recor Chori, he would have made that Song before judg'd bad, to hawe paſsd 
for goed. So adwantagious and neceſſary is theFudicions ordering and management 
of Muſick, This T am to adwvertiſe you, that you are to ſing but where there are 
Words, or this figne of Repetition 8. , having made the Singing Baſs a 
Thorough Baſs ; and that all the Words of theſe Mottets are taken out of the 
learned Poet Mr. George Sandys his Paraphraſe on the Holy Pſalmes of David, 
bat onely the Third aud Fifth. So entreating your Acceptance and charitable 
cenſure. :s alſo to amend the defe&ts of the Compoſition in your well-performance, 
T reft 

Yours 1n all love 


W artex PorTER. 
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